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President’s 

Message

On any trip there’s always that one photo you 
should have taken – but missed the opportunity 

for whatever reason. In this case we had a vehicle 
close behind and a serious drop close to the roads edge. What I really wanted 
to capture was the expression on the lone cyclist’s face. Sheer commitment 
and determination, resolution mixed with pain and delight as he pedalled 
those last few, incredibly steep, metres to the summit of Tioga Pass in Yosemite 

National Park, USA. Dismounting to wheel 
that bike would have been defeat which, 
obviously, wasn’t an option. Amazing 
discipline. And that bike was packed for a 
long-distance ride. 

Breaking through to a new level is 
always difficult. Always a long hard 
slog. There is, invariably, a high price 
in time and effort. Not to mention pain. 
There’s loneliness, simply because that 
narrow path is less travelled. Giving up 

would be easy. Not starting at all even 
easier. Some will think you’ve lost your mind and won’t hesitate to tell you, 
and others, exactly that. Remember how they said Jesus had gone mad? 

Radical obedience always comes at the cost of your reputation, but 
brings a radical reward. Your choice. Either stay where it’s comfortable, 
where there’s no pain, no challenge, where change is neither 
required nor expected. Or respond to the high call of Christ to go to 
new levels, to ‘…run the race’, to respond to His call and, like Caleb, 
(Joshua 14) conquer that promised mountain to receive your inheritance. 

Bruce Clow
BUNT President
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The weekend of  19 - 21 August 
saw the 50th anniversary  of 

the Wave Hill Walk Off in Kalkaringi 
and  Dagaragu. Several thousand   
visitors, many politicians and past 
residents came to community. 
Marches, art displays, cultural 
dancing, speeches, nightly concerts, 
fireworks, and forums were all part 
of the festivities. 

 The Sunday morning church 
service at Kalkaringi was a time of celebrating the Freedom of Christ with 
Bill Morrison and Danny Palmer (church leader) sharing the message.  An 
evening Singalong in the grounds of Dagaragu Church was well attended by 
locals and visitors alike. Lois and Barry Downes (previous Support Workers) 
and Bob and Andrea Adams came for the weekend and enjoyed meeting up 
with many old friends.

Some recalled Vincent Lingiari, a proud Gurindji man and a fine Christian, 
who in 1967 stood up to the injustices against his people and led aboriginal  
workers and their families  off Wave Hill Station in protest. There followed 
eight more years of 
struggle to have the claim 
to their traditional lands 
recognised.

It was into Vincent’s hand 
in 1975 that the then 
Prime Minister, Gough 
Whitlam, so memorably 
poured a handful of red 
earth to symbolise the 
return of their  land to 
the Gurindji people. 

Big Weekend at Kalkaringi
50th Freedom Day Celebrations

Missionaries past and present
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Mark Paulson is the 
youngest son of Rev. 

Graham and Iris Paulson 
and was born in 1971 
during his parents’ time 
as Baptist missionaries at 
Kalkaringi or ‘Wave Hill’ as 
it was then known. He spent 
his first years in this place.

Mark returned to his early 
stamping ground for the 
50th Anniversary of the 
Wave Hill Walk Off. Mark 
is a family man, married 
to Maryann with three 
children, Malik, Tavina  and 
Taniel. He works for the organization, Recognise, which campaigns to remove 
racism and recognize aboriginals as the first peoples of this land. In his spare 
time Mark is writing the biography of his parents, Graham and Iris Paulson.

When asked what the Walk Off  Anniversary meant to him, Mark replied,

“This weekend highlights for me the importance of people remembering 
the legacy of the Walk Off and the role of Vincent Lingiari in this. There 
have been many conversations around the topic of what happened here 
50 years ago but the  Christian influence has been neglected. The way the 
story gets told is that the trade unions, communists and other activists 
were responsible for the Walk Off from Wave Hill Station. The part 
that’s missing is the role of the Church and Christian leaders in this. The 
challenge for us today is to promote the legacy of the Baptist Church  in 
this place and its impact on Old Man Lingiari.“

Mark Revisits Kalkaringi

Footnote;The Editor first met Mark, then a toddler, in Kalkaringi  in the early 
70s. It was a joy to meet him again in the same community 40 years later.
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During the Freedom Day 
weekend at Kalkaringi, it 
was a privilege  to sit 
down  with Susan Cebu 
and talk to her about her 
life and love for Jesus. 

Born in Darwin of a 
Gurindji mother and 
Tiwi father, Susan grew 
up  on Bagot community.
She has lived at Kalkaringi 
most of her adult life. Susan 

is a single lady who has a heart for children and loves to tell them about 
Jesus. Previously she  worked as a Teacher Assistant at Kalkaringi School.

Susan was happy to share  how she came to love and follow Jesus.
When I was about 12 years old  a dear friend , a lady called Evelyn Clark, 
would take us kids out to Rapid Creek (in Darwin) to camp there. We 
would sit on a hill watching the sun go down and Miss Clark would talk 
about who made the sun,  water,  birds and animals.
She introduced me to Jesus. She told me that we would see each other 
again .“I’ll meet you in heaven one day. Please keep loving the Lord and 
doing what He wants you to do.”

Susan started Nagy Mili Mili (God’s Work) at Kalkaringi School several 
years ago. Taking small groups of children each week, she tells them Bible 
stories and talks to them about the love of Jesus. Susan has also taught 
Sunday School  at Kalkaringi.
“I’d like to see more telling about Jesus. If we spread the Word of God to 
children (in school) the young mothers will learn about him too.”

Andrea Adams

Susan Shines 
for Jesus
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MENTORING:  
Over the past few months Lynette Tasman and 

other women of the church have been meeting on 
Friday afternoons with some of the teenage girls 
in the community. The aim is to encourage young 
girls to be able to feel strong, develop cultural 
awareness, have a safe place to talk and have fun. 
The girl’s response has been very positive and they 
look forward to Friday afternoons with keenness 

Please pray for Lynette as she continues to mentor these girls.

MILPIRRI 2016:
Milpirri is a cultural dance festival held every two years in Lajamanu. 

It is a great opportunity to see some of the traditional cultural ceremonies 
being shared by the Warlpiri people and to learn more of their culture.
On Sunday morning the Armenian Bishop of Australia joined us for the 
church service. He shared how many of the struggles the Indigenous 
people have experienced are similar to that of the Armenian people. Two 
artefacts were presented to the church and accepted by Jangala and Robyn.

The Armenian  Bishop Visits

Mentoring at Lajamanu 
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Congratulations to Angela Napurrula Kelly and Judy Nakamarra 
Timms on their successful completion of Certificate III in 

Ministry and Theology at Nungalinya College in Darwin.  Angela and 
Judy are from Lajamanu, and will return there to continue serving 
the Lord.  They graduated recently at a ceremony at the College. 
 
Both ladies are grandmothers, with families at Lajamanu, and they 
have been looking forward to returning home.  Next year, Angela is 
planning to return to Nungalinya to attempt Certificate IV in Ministry 
and Theology.  Judy will stay at Lajamanu and work in the church as 
well as help with her family.  

Pastor John Whitbourn along with his wife, Jan, attended the 
graduation. John writes, “Two fine women, and the Lord will no doubt 
use them in his service.”

G R A D U A T I O N
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Cornerstone Helps Local School

Cornerstone  Church partnered with their local school, Howard Springs 
Primary, to do some painting work in the the carpark and driveway areas.  

It was such a good day with a great attendance and a beautiful result.  We 
are hoping to keep up the community involvement and to grow it.  School 
chaplain, Karen Parrot , along with husband Bob, was the main driver of the 
work.

Naomi Norton, right,  has been welcomed in as 
an elder, which is very exciting. Naomi works at 
Marrara Chrisitian College and is originally from 
South Australia.

Neil Leek  travelled to Melbourne and completed 
the training course with Christians Against Poverty.    
He has come back very excited about the possibility 
of implementing it as a community outreach and also 
within the church to grow our 
financial stewardship.

Pastor Neil Wright

Helping out at Howard 
Springs school
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Pray for the Bush Churches 

Ali-Curung: Gatherings at the church continue during the 
weeks with music, messages and lots of activities with 

the children. The women’s Bible Study is a wonderful time for 
the women to meet and to go deeper into the Word of God.  

Willowra:  The church continues to meet 
with many children now attended at sing-
a-longs. On a recent visit the Morrisons  had 
a wonderful evening with the church folk 
worshipping, sharing and praying for each 
other. The presence of God was amazing!  

Please pray for Jeannie as she quietly •	
and faithfully leads, supports and 
encourages the church folk at Willowra.

Yuendumu:  There are a few faithful people 
meeting for worship and prayer on a Sunday. 
The Sunday evening sing-a-longs are attended 
by many in the community. 

                   +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Central Australian Aboriginal Women’s Choir sang to a delighted audience  
at the Darwin Festival in August. This combined choir from different  churches 
and communities sing gospel and sacred music in their own languages. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE SHOW THE
WAY AT CASUARINA 

It was a very special Sunday in September as our young people 
led us in worship, song and prayer. We give praise to God 

for three young people Toni Rose Asis, Bora Nyembo, and 
Charleen Miranda, who gave testimony to their faith in Jesus, 
and were baptized during the service. We look forward to seeing 
the growth in the Lord of all our young people in the days ahead.
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Evening Outreach

CULTURES ON DISPLAY
Casuarina church is well known for its cultural mix, and the 
wonderful variety among us was seen clearly on our cultural 
night.  Beginning with a sumptuous feast of food from the 
recipe books of many countries, we were then entertained 
by song, dance, and story, transporting us to faraway places 
such as Zimbabwe and the Congo and closer places such 
as the Philippines, Bali and Burma. The conclusion was a 
devotional based on the colours of the South African flag.

Pastor John Whitbourn

                       Filipino Dance Group
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After 18 years of living, and 
working in Gove, key church 

leader and elder,  Matt Brazier 
and his wife, Sandra, left Gove at 
the beginning  of October.  They 
are presently living in North 
Queensland. 

Matt says “It has been great being 
part of the NT Baptist family all of 
these years.  Davin Blundell will be 
taking over the reigns and is very 
well suited to the job.  Pray for 
Davin and also the membership as a new 
co-leader is appointed.”  

Matt has been a regular visitor to Darwin at Assembly time and Sandra has  
joined in the Baptist Women’s Together Conferences. The BUNT Family  
thanks them for their faithful service and wishes them God’s blessing and 
guidance as they start life ‘Down South’.

NHULUNBUY NEWS 

Greeting time at Nhulunbuy Baptist Church

Matt and Sandra
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At 
Katherine 

Baptist Church
 
KBC runs a weekly food ministry to 
those in need in the local community. 
Elder, Jim Mathieson, coordinates 
the Church’s Emergency Relief Food 
Program in association with Mission 
Australia. There is great team work 
among the congregation and Jim has 
organised a seamless operation of 
food collection and then delivery to 
local people. 

Jim with Pastor Ernie Mitchell

Jim writes, “We work in association with 
Mission Australia in Katherine. They 
receive and assess people’s need for help, 
and either give them a shop voucher or 
refer them to us for direct delivery of 
basic foodstuffs for the day.  We typically 
supply food to up to ten families and 
individuals a week. 
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Knuckey  Lagoon Baptist Fellowship

PRAISE!

We are so grateful to a 
lady painter named 

Rosie Anictomasis  who,  along 
with her husband and   two 
children, helped us paint the 
outside wall of the Knuckey 
Lagoon Church building. 
As of this writing, we are 
soon to finish painting the 
building. Then we will start 
cleaning up the whole area 
with the help of Carmen’s Sunday school children who are  attending 
Sunday school classes each week.

PRAY that we all follow His Holy plan to witness to the 
people who live at Knuckey Lagoon Aboriginal community.
Ask the Lord to guide our path each day granting us the opportunity 
to invest in the lives of others through sharing the truth of the Gospel 
and training, mentoring and equipping those who desire to grow.

PRAY for our leaders as they prepare to reach 
out with the love of Christ to men and women 
in Katherine, Pigeon Hole and Darwin. 

PRAY for John and Carmen in their long 
distance travelling on a weekly basis 
between Darwin and Katherine and also for 
the provision of food and accommodation.

Carmen Baynes
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Thanking God 
for Glen

On July 21 2016 Glen Simpkins, 
Director of Scripture Union NT 

was called home to heaven after a brave 
fight with melanoma and brain surgery. 
Glen is greatly missed by family and by 
SUNT and also by the many friends, 
young and old in churches around the 
Territory and interstate.  

Bruce Chapman, friend, ministry 
colleague and SUNT Council member 
spoke at Glen’s funeral. 

“Glen wanted people to know Jesus. And especially Glen wanted 
young people to know Jesus. Glen lived out what a simple but firm 
trust in Jesus looks like. And Glen with his family lived a life, telling 
children, youth and families about God’s great love for us in Jesus. 
Glen’s love for children’s ministry and passion to see young people 
trained and encouraged to use their gifts serving Jesus and the church 
was expressed for almost 20 years working with Scripture Union. Glen 
first joined SU in NSW in January 1997 and then served as the Director 
of SUNT from 2008.  

Glen with Annette were passionate too about sharing the good news 
with kids who’d never heard it before. Religious Education lessons in 
schools were always fun and exciting as Glen opened God’s word. And a 
big part of making the Bible come alive was Glen’s outstanding humour 
and Glen’s greatest ever dad jokes. 
But in the end Glen did what he did to serve his Lord and God. “

We give thanks to God for Glen Simpkins and all he meant to each one 
of us. The NT Baptist Family convey their love and sympathy to Annette 
and all Glen’s family.
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Thanks to the incredible generosity of the Territory community, 
Foodbank NT has raised more than $6000 to feed the poor and the 

disadvantaged in our community. Last month Foodbank kicked off Anti-
Poverty Week 2016 with its annual The Territory Walks Against Hunger 
fundraiser.

Despite the hot, sweaty conditions, more than 250 Territorians 
put their best foot forward – including a large group from Darwin 
Baptist and Cornerstone Christian Church –  to walk 7km along East 
Point from the Trailer Boat Club to Dudley Point and back again. 

FOODBANK 
 
WALK AGAINST HUNGER
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Mix 104.9 conducted a live broadcast from the Club throughout 
the morning, while the head chef from the Japanese restaurant, 
Oka Teppanyaki, served breakfast both before and after the event.

More than $6,000 was raised to help Foodbank NT achieve its 
vision of a Territory without hunger.  We thank God for the 
wonderful day and pray that next year will be even more successful!

Kate Woods
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Darwin Baptist Church’s annual camp was held at Coomalie 
Creek on the Picnic Day long weekend in early August. 

As always, it was a 
wonderful weekend. 
The weather was good, 
the fellowship was 
encouraging and the 
teaching was inspiring.
We spent the days 
listening to speakers, 
catching up, eating and taking part in water activities 
such as swimming, canoeing and water pillow jumping. 

The nights were spent participating in trivia quizzes and 
performances. As the DBC family is a church filled with diverse 
“cultures”, we  also gathered for a “Pot Luck”, cultural-significant 
feast. 

Every year we baptize a number of people in the creek at the 
campground. It was especially 
encouraging this year to see and to 
pray for a number of young people 
who had decided to step forward 
into a new life with Jesus Christ.

A big thank you to all who were 
involved organising, preparing and 
operating activities at the camp!

                                                     Kate Woods

Darwin Baptists Go Camping
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In late August a number of Darwin Baptist Church members 
participated in the Darwin Asylum Seeker Support and 

Advocacy Network’s  “Circle of Silence” rally. 

The Circle of Silence is a non-violent, silent gathering of people 
wanting to show their support for asylum seekers who are in 
detention, and their objection to legislation regarding the offshore 
detention. 

The silent gathering at Raintree Park in Darwin proved very 
powerful.

Supporting Asylum Seekers
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Bill and Pauline Morrison, Global Interaction Support Workers  
value prayer  as they travel throughout the Central Desert area visiting 

and supporting  the communities of Yuendumu, Willowra, Ali-Curung, 
Kalkaringi and Lajamanu.
“We are very grateful for all of you that have been praying for us! There have 
been many times over this year that we have felt God’s hand of protection 
over us.”
Please pray also for the Directors of Global Interaction as they look for the 
next couple to serve in the Southern communities.

‘Be patient and wait for the Lord to act.”  Psalm 37:7

Belonging People

 Newsletter of  the NT Baptist Family of 
Churches 

Editor: Andrea  Adams  
GPO Box 4460, Darwin,  NT 0801

Email: adams.andrea1@gmail.com 
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“A little is much when God is in it.”

GLOBAL INTERACTION STAMPS

Did you know that this last financial year over $60,000 has been raised by 
Australian Baptists for our Global Interaction Missions?

This huge amount has come from donations of stamps from Baptist Churches 
around Australia. Your church may  like to consider saving their stamps for 
this worthy cause and sending them to Global Interaction.

Global Interaction Stamps also offers you the opportunity to purchase  
mint stamps for personal or business use and to benefit others. Buying your 
postage stamps or pre-stamped envelopes through Global Interaction Stamps 
assists them to raise funds for projects in some of the world’s neediest areas 
and at no additional cost to you or your church or business. All their helpers 
are volunteers so all profits go fully to Global Interaction projects.
The following items are some of those available with a Tax Invoice and ABN 
to satisfy GST requirements.

 

Mini stamp packs of 10 x $1.00 stamps = $10.00
Larger packs:  20 x $1.00 = $20   and   50 x $1.00 = $50
Local & International Postage Stamps @ face value

Delivery can be arranged by contacting:
Bryan Laurens
1514 / 45 Duncan Street
WEST END QLD 4101
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IRAQ

On 17 October 2016, the Prime Minister of Iraq 
announced a military offensive to recapture 

Mosul, Iraq’s second largest city, from the control 
of ISIL. Roads have been blocked, bridges blown up, and ISIL are targeting 
the houses of families attempting to flee… but remaining in the city could 
prove just as deadly.Within a matter of months, or even weeks, it’s likely 
that up to 1 million people will be displaced by the conflict in Mosul.

The UN believes that this could be the 
largest humanitarian crisis of 2016.

Baptist World Aid has been providing life-saving relief to those 
internally displaced in Iraq through our Integral Alliance partner, Medair, 
since 2014. Medair’s mobile medical clinics are currently positioned on 
the western side of Mosul in the Telafar and Tilkeif districts, ready to 
distribute shelter kits, water and sanitation kits, and give healthcare to 
conflict-affected families within 48 hours of their being identified.

PLEASE	 PRAY	 for	 the	 safety	 of	 civilians	 fleeing	 Mosul,	 wisdom	
and resources for world leaders, and for aid organisations like 
Baptist World Aid responding to the crisis. Ask God to give peace 
to	people	during	 this	 time	of	conflict,	 confusion,	and	uncertainty.

SYRIA

In 2011 widespread protests against the regime of Bashar Al Assad 
erupted in neighbouring Syria. The Assad Government responded 

with a violent series of crackdowns igniting a devastating civil war which 
continues today.
Over 13.5 million people – more than two thirds of Syria’s population 
– are currently in need of emergency, life-saving assistance because 
of conflict. The UN has reported that many of those in need are young 
children. These children have witnessed terrible acts of brutality and 
have been uprooted from their homes, their schools and their lives.

MIDDLE EAST 
CRISES APPEAL
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SEND LOVE TO THE 
MIDDLE EAST

By giving to the Middle East Crises Appeal, your impact in the region is 
two-fold. Through our partner Medair, Baptist World Aid is providing 

health and psychological care for the most vulnerable Iraqi internally 
displaced and refugee communities. 

We are also funding informal education facilities that give Syrian refugee 
children places to meet together and learn in neighbouring Lebanon. Your 
gift gives these children the chance of finding a childhood amidst war, 
violence and upheaval.

Give now and respond to one of the worst humanitarian crises in 
modern history.

To give to the Middle East Crises Appeal, go to: 
baptistworldaid.org.au/middle-east-crisis-appeal

Syrian Refugee Children in Lebanon where  Baptist World 
Aid partners with the Baptist Fellowship of Lebanon to 

provide relief and development.
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          Lajamanu Christmas  - The Wise Men

Wishing You All 
a  Happy and 

a Holy 
Christmas


