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The President’s Message

I had the privilege of travelling to the remote 
community churches in late August with Bill 

and Pauline Morrison, and Roger Drew from 
Global Interaction, as well as John Whitbourn, 
associate pastor at Casuarina Baptist and 
past missionary to the people in Ali-Curung. 

The trip was dual purpose. Firstly it has been 
decided that as a Union, the sitting president 
should make a regular time to visit the churches 

and encourage them, secondly to try and assess what service the 
communities need from Global Interaction in terms of presence.

Although I became quite ill, It was so encouraging to see and meet 
the local leaders and take part in services and sing-a-longs.  What 
a pleasure to see God-loving, dedicated Christians as part of these 
communities.  I am confident that these community churches will go 
from strength to strength as the leaders continue to grow in faith and 
skill.  Pray for all our churches and the missionaries in the field, that 
they may have wisdom and courage as they carry out God's work.
I am  excited to be visiting the Nhulunbuy church in November and sharing 
with them.

I was also able to attend the annual Global Leadership Summit in 
Darwin which is a Willow Creek event held annually to equip leaders.  
As churches it is important that we spend time and resources on 
equipping our leaders.  Time is never wasted in sharpening an axe.

I would like to challenge our churches in developing leadership.  
Remember this.  The leaders whom are produced in our churches are 
the direct result of the leadership system we have.  The church of Christ 
has a responsibility to equip saints for the work of the ministry.  We need 
bold, well trained and dedicated Christ followers leading his church.

Neil Wright

WALK  AGAINST HUNGER

Saturday 10th October was a significant morning for Foodbank NT.  After 
much preparation and prayer, our biggest fundraiser of the year – The 

Territory Walks Against Hunger – kicked off  at the Darwin Trailer Boat Club. 
The 7km Walk, which also marked the start of Anti Poverty Week, had 
participants striding along East Point from the Trailer Boat Club to Dudley 
Point and back again. 

This year Mix 104.9 and Oka Teppanyaki Restaurant joined our 
sponsorship team. Mix 104.9 conducted a live broadcast from the 
Trailer Boat Club throughout the morning, while the Oka Teppanyaki 
served breakfast both before and after the event.

continued overleaf
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More than 400 people took part including the Labor opposition leader 
and local member for Fannie Bay, Michael Gunner. We also had two 
schools (St John’s Catholic College and Kormilda College) enter teams 
of students, many of whom were part of the first group over the line.

More than $12,000 was raised to help 
Foodbank NT achieve its vision of a 
Territory without hunger.  We thank 
God for the wonderful day and pray that 
next year will be even more successful!

Kate Woods

WALK  AGAINST HUNGER  continued

CEO Baptist Care NT, Peter Fisher 
with Stuart  Finch  and Paul Avery

SERVING THOSE WHO SERVE OUR NATION

Bob Bishop and his wife Robyn are part of the Darwin Baptist Church 
Family.  Here he gives an inside look into his role as an Army Chaplain.

I am the co-ordinating chaplain with a team of eight Army chaplains at 
Robertson Barracks. I am married to Robyn and we have three children 

and two grandchildren. I am an ordained minister having served as a Pastor 
in Whyalla for 12 years with previous work history as a Lecturer and 
Electronics Technician.

I now find myself in an incredibly privileged place of ministry often being the 
first person soldiers come to when they are struggling with issues, having 
difficulty in their personal lives or just need someone they can trust to 
talk things through. Chaplains are there for all Defence members and their 
families, available and on-call 24/7, regardless of their faith background. 

Army chaplains are involved directly and relationally with their soldiers. 
When a Unit deploys on field training exercises or on overseas operations 
the chaplain goes with them sharing the same conditions. Chaplains 
provide church services open to all. We work with the chain of command 
providing advice on pastoral care, morale and ethical issues. We also work 
alongside medical and mental health 
professionals in caring for soldiers. 

I have the utmost respect for our 
soldiers who work very hard under 
arduous conditions in hostile and 
often very dangerous environments to 
serve us and our Nation. They sacrifice 
much that the rest of society takes 
for granted – often at the cost of their 
own and their families well-being. 
Being there for them and with them, 
to be in some small way the presence 
of Christ, to bring hope amid despair, 
light into the dark and to point to the 
way of new life is an absolute privilege.

Padre Bob Bishop
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Helping hands pull out weeds

PRAY that the Lord will provide for the renovation of the Building 
so it can become a place where people will gather, not just for a cup 

of tea, but also for a chat about spiritual matters.

ASK the Lord to draw many from the community, who are not yet 
followers of Christ, to the Knuckey Lagoon Fellowship.

PRAY for families with a vision for helping this church to grow.

KNUCKEY  LAGOON  BAPTIST  FELLOWSHIP

Each week John and Carmen Baynes travel from Katherine to 
encourage the fellowship of believers at Knuckey Lagoon,  on the 

outskirts of Darwin, and to support them in  many practical ways. 

For over a month now the Knuckey Lagoon Baptist Fellowship has 
started using  Building No. 8 for Sunday Church services, Prayer time, 
Bible Study and Sunday School  although we do not have power yet.

Before we could use the building it was a gradual week by week 
process to clean window screens, walls and floors often with 
Sunday School children helping. We can now freely use the building 
anytime of the day for the Lord’s work in spreading the Gospel 
and in witnessing to the residents of  Knuckey Lagoon community.

It was indeed a good day and a relief when we were finally able to come to 
church on Sunday bringing our church gear - song books, Bibles, blackboard, 
keyboard etc and be able to leave 
them there, and not have to take them 
back home to Katherine every week.

The Knuckey Lagoon Christians have 
been blessed over the last two years  
as they have seen God answer  prayers. 
Through this time we have learned :

TO WAIT ON GOD
TO BE PATIENT
TO TRUST THAT GOD’S TIMING IS BEST

                                    Carmen Baynes

Church service inside
 Building No. 8

A fresh start
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Going Bush with 
Alice Springs Church

A Bush Tucker Trip was planned, as many before it, for Yapa and 
Kardiya  (indigenous and non-indigenous) to work together in 

the hope that Jesus would work to build the unity of His church, for 
“there is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there 
male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:28

On the day the organising 
of the trip took some time. 
It was a fascinating blend of 
personalities and cultures 
collaborating. After church 
upwards of thirty people 
were waiting outside the 
church eager to go. There 
were people in wheel 
chairs, kids who needed car 
seats, cars with one spare 
seat and others with four 
or five spaces.  In the end 
people sorted themselves 

out, and the full cars headed to the shops to buy some last minute supplies. 
Some of the cars were unintentionally left behind, while three cars managed 
to drive north up the Stuart Highway and find the rest of the group, two cars 
never made it! One of those cars was turned around by a medical emergency 
and its passengers had to be loaded into another car.

Although the drive ended up being a lot longer than anyone expected,  the 
long car ride allowed for great conversations. Many people learnt a lot about 
the Yapa in their car - about their humour, their stories and their faith in 
Jesus among other things. It was a blessing to cross cultural and language 
barriers to hear and understand the lives of brothers and sisters in Jesus.  
“Many are the plans in a person's heart, but it is the LORD's purpose that 
prevails.” Proverbs 19:21 

The group travelled about 70km out of town to the favourite Bush Tucker 
sites of the Yapa ladies. The trip was a long one lasting from midday to late 
afternoon when the weary group returned to Alice.

It seemed magical to the untrained Kardiya eye that the Yapa ladies 
could find the bush tucker at all. They cooked some ‘roo tail and also 
found some witchetty grubs and honey ants. Some of the delicacies 
were more widely liked than others. The children in particular loved 
the thrill of holding live witchetty grubs and then watching the Yapa 
ladies cook them. To their surprise they tasted “just like boiled eggs”.

After a day in the bush everyone feels equal. However you look when you 
arrive, everyone (and their car) leaves looking and smelling the same
-  covered in red dust, with dirty hands from the sticky kangaroo fat and 
other tucker, smelling of campfires, tired from the heat of the sun and smiling 
from the fellowship and the love that flows from Jesus through his people.
“For in Him we live and move and have our being.” Acts 17:28 

From our ‘Alice Springs Correspondent’
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For five years, two of our members have travelled to Timor Leste on 
short term mission trips, primarily undertaking practical work, such 

as plumbing and building. Crucial commitments as key connections 
were made and relationships built, opening the door for larger teams 
to go, with an increasing focus on working with several churches across 
five denominations. This year, a team of eleven from Cross Roads flew 
to Dili on Saturday, 26 September and, for the first time, there was no 
‘practical’ work organised, but four days of Outreach planned for Lospalos. 

Lospalos, Sunday. We ministered in the local Nazarene Church. Two children 
were healed and a vision received a week before departure from a person 
not travelling with us, was fulfilled during the service. That afternoon we 
ministered at the local Pastors’ prayer meeting, a meeting established as a 
direct result of last year’s trip.

For the next four nights an Outreach was held, outdoors, at the Baptist 
Church. The first night saw about 150 turn up. On the last night, around 
300 came, including quite a number standing back, away from the lights, 
‘hiding’ in the darkness. More watched and listened from their homes – that 
sound was carrying a long way. As our drama, The Prophets of Baal,  began, 
the ‘shadow dwellers’ started coming in. Some came from their homes to 
see what was going on. 

Once the drama was finished and with the team in two lines facing 
each other, prayer was off ered to anyone who wanted to come forward. 
Not one person stayed in their seat. Others literally came out of the 
darkness and into the light. More came from their homes. Every person 
was prayed for by at least 10 team members. Some received more 
specific ministry. Tears of joy and repentance, heartache and restoration, 
flowed freely. A 20 minute ministry time turned into 2.5 hours. 

Planning for next year is already underway. Local Pastors have asked that 
we hold four day outreaches in each of Dili, Lospalos and Viqueque. Given 
the state of the roads and travelling times, its going to be at least a (very 
demanding) 15 day trip.

Interesting that, over a period of four months, there has been a total of 
12 from Cross Roads ministering in at least 10 diff erent churches in four 
diff erent Asian nations. Exciting times.

Pastor Bruce Clow
The Baptist Church in Lospalos

Evening Outreach

 Janelle Cantrill tells a children’s  storyCROSS ROADS’ OUTREACH 
TO TIMOR
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    Being Love
Meet Charlotte. At just 9 years of age, she 

is passionate about ending poverty. 
Charlotte’s desire to simply do “something” 
has grown out of a deepening knowledge of the 
world’s injustices. Two years ago, her father got 
involved with Baptist World Aid and the more she 
learned from him, the more she wanted to help.

 
“I thought about [how I would feel] if I was in 
poverty... what it would feel like,” she explains, “we 
need to think about others, not just ourselves.”

In just a couple of weeks, Charlotte will be running 
a Little Book of Big Gift Ideas stall. While it will be the first time she has ever 
been a store holder, she is no stranger to Big Gifts herself. Every year, her 
mother’s side of the family purchases Big Gifts for each other and one year 
they even went without presents altogether, choosing instead to pool their 
money and buy a toilet for a Baptist World Aid Community Development 
Project. 

“I’m sure we’d rather see people get lifted 
out of poverty than get a lot of presents,” 
says Charlotte with wisdom beyond 
her years. “We already have everything 
we need and [people living in poverty] 
haven’t got anything. All we really ‘need’ 
now is what we want.” 
May we all learn to have hearts as 
authentic as Charlotte’s, as well as her 
sincere desire to make a diff erence, and 
be the love that those suff ering from 
injustice so desperately need.

Find out more about The Little Book of Big Gift Ideas or sign up to run a 
stall like Charlotte: https://www.baptistworldaid.org.au/biggifts

Kiambogo is a self-help group in Kenya that is made up of 29 members 
who were originally brought together by the shared need of social 

support. Every member of the group is HIV positive. Kiambogo was 
formed in June 2014 at the encouragement of Baptist World Aid’s  partner  
Nakuru Region Inter-Diocesan Christian Community Services (NRIDCCS). 

Through a range of enterprises from making and selling porridge to raising 
chickens, Kiambogo has been able to throw off  self-stigma and boldly 
embrace a full life in spite of their compromised immunity.

This year, with some of their group savings and the help of 
NRDICCS , they have  purchased  a water tank. Now 
every member of Kiambogo has access to clean water 
for drinking and this promotes their continuing health.

Baptist World Aid supports many Christian 
Community Development partners like NRDICCS 
by using funds raised from the Be Hope Christmas 
Appeal. Giving to Be Love is so much more 
than kindness or charity; it is a life changing act 
of love. Thank you for everything that your love makes possible.

Support the work of our Christian partners, by donating to Be Hope: 
www.baptistworldaid.org.au

BE HOPE CHRISTMAS APPEAL
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Katherine Warlpiri Baptist Church
Tribute  to  a  Leader  

Nungarai Morris was a faithful servant of the Lord , a much loved member  
and a respected strong leader of the Warlpiri Baptist Church in Katherine.   

Originally from Kalkaringi, she had moved to Katherine where she worked as 
a Court Interpreter for Aboriginal families. She held a Diploma of Interpreting 
from Batchelor Institute.
Nungarai also made a huge contribution to the NT Department of Regional 
Development’s handbook documenting Aboriginal knowledge of the flora 
and fauna in her region. She received a Staff  Recognition Award for diligence  
in her studies and service to the department. Nungarai was also a skilled 
artist and in her spare time she enjoyed making dot style paintings.

Back in November 2013, Belonging People wrote about  Nungarai and her  
struggle with illness that kept her in hospital for long periods. Throughout 
this time she lived for Jesus, sharing her faith with fellow patients and staff . 

In 2014 she was again in Royal Darwin Hospital, being treated for her illness, 
but her condition became worse and Nungarai went to be with the Lord 
earlier this year. We had a Funeral Service at Warlpiri Baptist Church in 
Katherine, on June 30, 2015. Our love and sympathy are with her  children 
and grandchildren. Nungarai has been a faithful servant to the end and now 
has her reward in heaven.

   Carmen Baynes

OUTBACK TRIP EXPLORES FUTURE MINISTRY

Bill and Pauline Morrison, Outback Support Workers 
based at Kalkaringi and Lajamanu, write:

In September we joined with Roger 
Drew (Director of Ministry, Global 

Interaction), John Whitbourn and 
Neil Wright visiting the southern 
communities. It was a time of discussion, 
sharing and prayer as we looked at the 
direction and future plans for Outback 
Ministry. 

Each church was greatly encouraged 
when Neil passed on greetings from 
BUNT assuring them that they are an 
important part of the Baptist churches in 
the NT.   John Whitbourn enjoyed meeting 
old friends as we travelled around. 

Please pray for Roger Drew, Heather 
Coleman (General Director) and the 
other Global Interaction directors as 
they continue to seek the best way 
forward.

___________________________________________________________________________________

BUNT President Neil Wright 
at Kalkaringi

Used with permission

Whom have I in heaven but You?  And besides You, I desire nothing on earth.  
My flesh and my heart may fail, But God is the strength of my heart and my 
portion forever.  Psalms 73:25-26
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It is almost 4 years since I started as Pastor at Casuarina Baptist Church 
and I was recently reflecting on how very diff erent this church is to 

any I have ever attended - diff erent in that we have so many nations 
represented in our congregation and also so many diff erent backgrounds.

We have quite a large group of “Karen” people who have made it to 
Australia after spending many years in refugee camps in Thailand. 
There are Iranians who have also come here as refugees, along with 
people from the Congo, Liberia, Kenya and South Africa, several 
diff erent parts of Indonesia, the Phillipines, Malaysia, Germany, 
England, USA, Holland, China as well as Indigenous and Anglo 
Australians. And, I apologise for any nation I might have missed. 

I haven’t included our brothers and sisters who visit from 
the detention centres in this list and they come  from 
Afghanistan, Sri Lanka, West Papua, Nepal and Iran. 
It has been a privilege to witness Pastor John Whitbourn baptise 
so many of those from the detention centres over the years.

THE UNITED NATIONS OF 
CASUARINA BAPTIST CHURCH

Ministering among and 
with such an eclectic 
group of people presents 
its challenges, but it also 
has great rewards and it 
is a blessing to be a part 
of such a diverse group of 
Christians, especially when 
they share with us, in their 
language, during our service. 

It is a bit like getting a glimpse of what it will be like in Heaven when 
Christians from all nations gather together to worship God, but then, 
there will be no language barrier and all things will be perfected.

Grace, peace and blessings,
Pastor Paul Avery

Belonging People

 Newsletter of  the NT Baptist Union 
Editor: Andrea  Adams  

GPO Box 4460, Darwin,  NT 0801
Email: adams.andrea1@gmail.com 
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GOOD SPORTS!

I was privileged recently to do a training course with Sports Chaplaincy 
Australia (SCA), and even better was having Chris Stennett from 

Casuarina Baptist join me in the three days of learning.

What great opportunities this 
training off ers. SCA is the most 
recognised sports chaplaincy 
organisation in the country and 
they have the unique position of 
being approached by sporting 
clubs to provide chaplains to 
them.
Chris and I are now a part of this 
organisation and as such can 
approach sporting clubs as a part 
of SCA to off er them the services 
of a volunteer chaplain.

Have you ever wondered how you can serve your community? Then this 
could be the very thing. The training is for three days and is available 
to anyone who is a regular church going Christian. I wonder how many 
people out there are already a part of a sporting group and could do this 
training and off er an even greater service to that group.

We are hopeful that there will be another training course in Darwin next 
year and I would ask that you consider this as a way that you might be 
able to represent Jesus in your community.

Pastor Paul Avery

Paul Avery and Chris 
Stennett  with Roger 
Johnson of  SCA

KALKARINGI & LAJAMANU
The Big Run

CONGRATULATIONS  Daryl! 
Daryl Rhodes has been a vital part of 

Kalkaringi community. He worked as a 
nurse at both Kalkaringi and Pigeon Hole 
and has attended and been involved in 
the church at Kalkaringi/Dagaragu over 
the last three years.

On Saturday, 19 September at 5:15pm 
Daryl and his support team left Kalkaringi 
and ran overnight to Lajamanu arriving 
at 8:30am, a distance of 112km. This 
was the first time to anyone’s knowledge 
that this feat has been attempted. 
Daryl has now returned to New 
Zealand to be with his wife and family.

The  49th Freedom Day Celebrations  
at Dagaragu/Kalkaringi were a great success. This is the remembrance of 
the stockman’s walk off  fromWave Hill Station in 1966 and the subject of 
the song “From Little Things Big Things Grow.”It was a great time, and it 
is a real joy to see the locals taking part in the organising and running of the 
weekend. Preparations are already in place for the 50th celebrations next 
year!

The Training Camp held at the end of August was our first wet 
camp in the nearly 7 years we have been up here. Members of 
Concilia joined us for the camp as well as spending time sitting 
with folk from the churches. God blessed the time had by all.

Bill and Pauline Morrison
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Food, Fellowship and Faith Building 
at  Darwin Baptist

Alpha is a practical introduction to the Christian faith, 
designed primarily for non-Church goers and those 

who have recently become Christians. It’s a place where the 
questions of life are addressed. 

Everyone is encouraged to invite friends, family, colleagues and 
acquaintances to Alpha. ‘Invite 4 and 1 will come’, has been our catch cry 
at Darwin Baps. Praying is central to any mission! A meal is provided each 
week by diff erent Connect Groups and there is a dedicated group of leaders 
who meet for training sessions and turn up each week to ‘host’ our ‘guests’. 

We are just finishing a series of Alpha sessions at DBC and have 
had about 15-20 guests come each week. We have seen people 
new in their faith with lots of questions, and people who have been 
suspicious and negative. We’ve had some young and some older 
people, both males and females and people of diff erent nationalities.

We introduced Alpha at a dinner to give people a ‘taste’ of what to 
expect. We then invited them to ‘sign up’ and come along for the next 
ten weeks in order to investigate, ask questions, and discover what 
the Christian faith, what Jesus and what the Church were all about. 

It is exciting to see people making a decision to allow Jesus to be Lord 
and Saviour of their lives and a delight to have people willing to pray 
for each other, share their story and grow in confidence to share in the 
general ministry of the Church. It is wonderful to see new Christians 
hearing God’s voice and saying what God has put on their heart, and to 
see the leadership team grow in their faith as they witness God’s working! 

Does this sound like something you could do in your church? Want to know 
more about Alpha? Go to www.alphaaustralia.org.au, or contact Andrea at  
alpha@dbc.org.au. She’d love to hear from you and encourage you in being 
messengers of the Good News in your neighbourhood!

Andrea Metcalfe

Cornerstone Christian Fellowship held a Tenth Anniversary Party at 
Whitewood Hall in Howard Springs.  This was the building that we started 

in back in January 2005.  To celebrate we had a bush dance, barbecue, jumping 
castle and water slide.  At the end of the evening there was a time of worship 
and prayer to thank God for what he had done and speak into our hopes for 
the future of Cornerstone.  Paul Downie,our first pastor, was a guest on the 
night as well as David and Audrey Vokes, founding members of the church.

We are eagerly waiting for the day that we can start our church building.
Plans have gone to the Development Authority to be approved.  We would 
appreciate prayer for the building process.

Pastor Neil Wright

Celebrating Ten Years at Cornerstone Church
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Travelling with the Morrisons 
These last few months have been spent travelling between the 

five communities of Lajamanu, Kalkaringi, Yuendumu, Willowra 
and Ali Curung. While it has meant a lot of travel, it has been 
encouraging to see how the Church leaders continue to provide 
encouragement, prayer and support to their church and community. 

In July we enjoyed a team from Ulverstone Baptist church in Tasmania 
visit Kalkaringi and Lajamanu. Jobs included erecting a new front fence at 
Lajamanu (pictured above), concreting at Kalkaringi and sorting op shop 
clothing. There was a lot of hard work, but sprinkled with much fun and 
good humour. 

In July Isaac Geoffrey Wilkinson was born to our daughter Jacinta and 
husband Glenn, a little brother to Austin. We enjoyed a week in Melbourne 
with our children and spending time with all four of our grandsons.

What’s Ahead for 2016?
 At this stage we will be continuing the ‘circuit’ while we await the 
outworking of the future plans. Thank you for your support and prayer 
over this past year.

Bill and Pauline Morrison

Yuendumu sports weekend was a grand aff air. With new lights 
erected at the footy oval, footy games were played at night. This 

meant that the footy games were all over by the end of the weekend. 
Ivan and Verl Jordan, former missionaries, visited the communities 
over this time and were very warmly greeted by their old friends.

Grandpa Bill with baby Isaac
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JESUS IN THE OUTBACK 

The sun is hot, clouds passing by. 
Dogs wander by, “What’s all the fuss?”. 
Flies swarm around pestering eager little eyes. 

Boomerangs, bush medicine the three wise men carry. 
Little pants, no shoes, twigs placed in their hair. 
Carefully crafted coolamon the baby cradled there. 

Here is baby Jesus hot, sweaty with a wee smile. 
Bringing peace, joy and hope to this little remote place. 
“I’ve come to the Outback to be with you awhile”. 

While the setting is different - no stable in sight. 
Goannas and kangaroos hanging out in the bush. 
Jijaji is here, Jijaji is with us, Jijaji is light. 

Here, yes here in the land of the scorching red dirt. 
Purlapa’s are planned and voices sing. 
‘Baby Jesus is born, let’s celebrate the King’. 

Pauline Morrison

“This very day your Saviour has been born - Christ the Lord.”  
Luke 2:11


