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From the President
In September I made my fi rst visit as BUNT 
President, to Kalkaringi Baptist Church, 800km south 
of Darwin, and witnessed the 45th celebration of the 
Gurindji Freedom Day at Kalkarindji. It was my 
privilege to meet former missionaries to Kalkaringi, 
Graham Paulson and his wife, Iris and daughter, 
Lia, from Queensland. Thanks to Bill and Pauline 
Morrison for their hospitality and accommodation 
at the Mission House . It was a joyful time as we 
joined Kalkaringi church members during Saturday 
and Sunday worship services. Then more blessings 
followed with fellowship and prayer and shared   

    mealtimes with everyone.

To all of you working for the Lord in challenging places, be encouraged 
by these words in 1 Corinthians 15:58 ‘’Therefore my beloved, brethren, 
be  steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, for as 
much as you know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord’’.

In His Service,
 John H. Baynes 

Front and Back Covers:

A Tug-of-War was just one of the exciting activities featured at the fi rst  
Baptist Family Picnic in Darwin in early October. 
Read more on pages 12 - 13. 

*****************************
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Though time has passed by, whenever I feel I am in low spirits, I repeat that part 
of the Bible over and over again.   

It should not go unsaid that we recite the 
Holy Book, with my friend every single 
night.  

I always keep in my mind this event and 
swing to the fact God has adopted me as 
his own son.  

I thank him, and I recall this message as a 
miracle which was given to me on the part of God, and I am grateful to him.  

It is hoped that  Jesus’ justice prevails over the world and delivers us from 
behind the bars.       Amen.

The Executive of the Baptist Union of the NT and spouses gathered 
for a celebratory dinner in November to thank Bob Adams for his 

27 years of service as Secretary of BUNT.

******************************
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Testimony of an Iranian Asylum Seeker 
- and a Seeker after Jesus 

Gaseem has been attending Church at Casuarina Baptist Church with fellow 
detainees for some time. After months of waiting, his visa application was 
rejected.  This is the testimony he gave at his recent baptism. 

Being in anticipation for days and nights, I went to sleep full of stress in the 
hope of getting an answer.  

On a Friday night, my name was put on the interview list.   

I passed the night while being in fear and agitation and mentioning the name of 
Jesus.I got ready to go to the interview having the Holy Book in my hand.
Whilst sitting in the waiting room, I opened the Holy Book unconsciously, as if 
someone told me to read it.  

I found myself reading from the book of Hebrews Chapter 12, verses 1-13 which 
says, 
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us 
run with perseverance the race marked out for us.
  Let us fi x our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the 
joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of God.
Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will 
not grow weary and lose heart.  (Verses 1-3 only quoted here.)

 While reading I found that it is inviting me to be patient.  

In the meantime, I came to know that I had been rejected.  After about 10 
minutes, my case manager called me and told me that I was rejected.

Reading that part of the book, I got a sort of tranquillity.  
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Bear Grylls has become a 
familiar face around Darwin 
Baptist Church over the past 
few months. He greets visitors 
as they drive past, as they enter 
and leave the church, even as 
they sit down for their Sunday 
morning coffee. The star of 
the TV show, Man vs Wild, 
has been working hard to 
advertise our upcoming Alpha 
courses with his catch-cry, 
“My Christian Faith is the 
Backbone of My Life”. And 
with the help of the Spirit, he 
has done his job well.

The Alpha Course, which gives people the opportunity to explore the Christian 
faith in a relaxed setting, is run over 10 weeks, beginning with an introduction or 
explanation session. So far we have had enough enquires to run three introduction 
sessions (a morning session for ladies, an early evening session for the youth and 
an evening session open to everyone), and enough interest to begin organising a 
fourth.This fourth session will be run by our Blokes at the Shed Connect Group.

We are very excited to see the Lord working through the lives of our friends and 
neighbours, and are praying that many more lives will be touched and challenged 
through this amazing course.

Kate Woods

BEAR GRYLLS AT 
DARWIN BAPTIST
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Kalkaringi Remembers

alkaringi celebrated the 45 years anniversary of the Wave Hill Walk 
Off during 26 -28 August. There was something for everyone. Over the 

weekend the community held a march to the river, listened to speeches and 
shared in a BBQ lunch. Workshops were held and bands performed outside 
each night. The Kalkaringi church held a stall selling sandwiches, drinks 
and icypoles.

It was a great privilege to have Graham Paulson, his wife Iris and daughter 
Lia, join the community for this weekend. Graham was the fi rst missionary 
in Kalkaringi, establishing a church and building strong lasting relationships 
with the people. The duration of the weekend was spent enjoying many 
happy times reminiscing with young and old folk ,sharing memories and 
family stories of the past. Graeme preached on Sunday encouraging the 
church folk to keep strong and walk in the way of Jesus.

Ladies dancing on Freedom Day

K
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Laura’s Story
Laura has attended church over many years. For different reasons she had 
wandered away from Wapirra and was feeling very low.  She was suffering 
debilitating ill health affecting her whole life. Through committed encouragement 
to come back to Wapirra Laura knelt at Holy Ground two weeks ago and gave 
her life back to God.
There was a great transformation and healing which took place before all who 
were there. Wapirra had healed her body and soul! It is a great testimony to all 
of the community to see Laura happy and healed.

  
 

New Assistant Pastor 
Lynette Tasman was welcomed into the position of Assistant Pastor of the 
Lajamanu church on the 23rd October. Jerry Patrick and the leaders prayed for 
her, Robyn Payton washed her feet and then the church all joined in communion 
together. Lynette will be working alongside Pastor Jerry as together, they 
support, teach and lead the Lajamanu church. 
It has been a sad time for the community over these past two months with much 
of the community experiencing Sorry Business.

Church Leaders pray for Lynette Tasman 
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uring September, eight Lajamanu ladies travelled with Bill and Pauline  
Morrison to Melbourne, experiencing life in the city. They had a weekend 

with Cath Solomon from Lakes Entrance, learning and sharing about the work she 
is undertaking with Koori youth of the area. A highlight at Lakes Entrance was 
the boat trip. All aboard with much in trepidation!!  To everyone’s delight they 
viewed seals and seven dolphins swimming up to and around the boat.
While in Melbourne, the ladies shared in song and testimony at a school, craft 
group, churches and in friend’s homes. The sight seeing and shopping was fun, as 
were visits to the Markets, Zoo, MCG and Aquarium.
On returning to Lajamanu two of the ladies husbands gave their hearts to God. 
There was much celebrating and joy by everyone as these lives were given to 
Wapirra.

LAJAMANU LADIES 
VISIT VICTORIA

D
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Bansy, a very dear old lady, was fl own out of Kalkaringi to Darwin 
after suffering a stroke. She is now in Rocky Ridge Nursing Home 
in Katherine and is really missed by the community. Bansy regularly 
attended church and was always there to help in the Op Shop when it 
opened.

The recent school holidays saw the temperature in Kalkaringi soar up 
into the 40s!Most of the afternoons were spent inside our home with a 
group of young girls relaxing watching videos, learning to knit, making 
cakes and sharing stories about Ngaji (God). 

 

Ngaji Milli Milli (God’s Word) has continued throughout the term at the 
local school. Susan Cebu continues to have a burden and heart for the 
children of the community. A lot of the church leaders have been away 
over these past months for many reasons. 
The church and leaders continue to meet each Sunday, reaching out to the 
children, sharing in Sing-a-longs and study and encouraging those in the 
community to look to Ngaji through all their struggles

Cooking up a storm in the school holidays
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In early September, the women of Katherine Baptist Church met for a Coffee 
and Cake evening and a time of brainstorming ideas.  The decision was made for 
the women of our church to get together once a month for an activity.
 
On the Monday 10 October, the ladies of the church had a fun night making 
greeting cards.  This gathering also coincided with the beginning of a fundraising 
campaign for the Birthing Kit Foundation (Australia). Caron Leith spoke briefl y 
about the Foundation, which is an organisation dedicated to improving the 
conditions for women who give birth at home in developing countries.  

The Birthing Kit Foundation reports that “Every 90 seconds, a woman dies of 
complications related to pregnancy and childbirth.  With an estimated 385,000 
women dying annually in childbirth, many from infections acquired during 
childbirth, there is a great need for our clean birthing kits.  Many mothers 
and babies die from preventable infections.  By providing a clean birthing kit 
and training in how to use it, these mothers will have the resources to reduce 
infection.” Despite only a small number of women at this event, we raised 
$140 towards the kits.  We look forward to some further opportunities to raise 
enough money for an Assembly Day, when 600 kits will be put together and sent 
overseas.

Katherine Women Take on a Task
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 Australian Baptist 
 Women’s Ministry NT

 am very excited about the way that God is slowly but surely bringing our 
team together from different churches across the Territory.  At the moment I 
am seeking to discover someone in Alice Springs who has a heart and calling 

for Women’s ministry to become part of the NT Team. To date the Team consists 
of Dot Meakins, Pauline Morrison, myself and at present we have one other 
prospective member from one of our Darwin Baptist Churches.

It was a real treat for me and the rest of our growing Team to attend the FRESH 
Women’s Conference in Perth in September. The Baptist Women’s Union of the 
South West Pacifi c sent Australian Baptist Women (ABW) a scholarship fund 
to support the development of Leaders in Women’s Ministry in Australia and 
through that funding we were able to pay for a couple of our new members to 
attend FRESH. We were all built up, encouraged and strengthened in our faith and 
Leadership skills and we were also able to glean some great ideas for an annual 
NT Women’s Conference – the fi rst of which we hope to run in 2013. During 
that weekend I also attended my fi rst AGM as a member of the ABW National 
Committee and it was just wonderful to meet with and get to know the other 
women from across all States and Territories of Australia who are leading their 
Women’s Ministry Teams. 

I feel a great sense of privilege to be a part of this National Women’s Ministry 
Team and to have the opportunity to lead a team of Women here in the Territory. I 
have a great passion for Women’s Ministry and a deep desire to see the Women of 
the Territory nurtured and encouraged in their faith so that by the Spirit’s enabling 
they can have a powerful  impact for God’s Kingdom wherever He has them.  

Toni Rehrmann
 ap@dbc.org.au
 0437 791 201
  

I
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We have witnessed the baptism of four people from our church, Lisa, Sammy, 
Dale, and Jake. Three of them are brand new to the faith! It’s an awesome point 
of praise to see new believers professing their faith in front of the church. We 
went out to the stunning (and very, very cold) Ellery Creek Big Hole and enjoyed 
a beautiful day for the service. Hearing each of them share their testimony of the 
work of God in their lives and  His relentless pursuit of those He is seeking was 
a great encouragement to all. He truly is faithful even while we are living for 
ourselves.      

NEW BELIEVERS AT 
ALICE SPRINGS 

he year certainly has fl own by, here in Alice Springs, but we say that 
every year don’t we? When we really slow down and look at the things that 

have happened and the months, weeks, and days we fi nd a year full of ups and 
downs and packed to overfl owing with blessings from our good and gracious 
God. Since the last issue of Belonging People we have had some great things 
happen in our church. 

From L-R: Dale, Sammy, Lisa and Jake

T

7

Operation Christmas Child
Katherine Baptist Church and the Katherine Guides got together on Saturday 15 
October, to fi ll shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child.  Altogether, they fi lled 
33 boxes and had lots of bits and pieces left over to send off to go towards other 
boxes.  Operation Christmas Child is one of the main focuses of Samaritan’s 
Purse, bringing a message of hope, love and joy during the Christmas season to 
children in developing countries.  Samaritan’s Purse also brings disaster relief to 
victims of natural disaster, war, disease and famine.

Tragedy in our Family
Saturday 22 October marked the funeral of a beloved member of our church 
family.  Cris Remulla was tragically killed in a car accident two weeks 
earlier, when the family was returning to Katherine from Edith Falls.  Cris 
was a caring, gentle and quiet man.  We will miss him.   Please pray for 
Susie and her three children, Gio, Crisostomo, and Jescelle.

Caron Leith
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Young Men Baptised
at Katherine Warlpiri Church

We praise God after several months of Bible studies teaching, training and 
mentoring the Warlpiri mob at Geyulkgan Ngurra (formerly Warlpiri Camp 
Community) Amos Clarence Whispott and Tristin Keith Rockman recently 
followed the Lord in Baptism at Katherine Low Level Park after the morning 
Worship Service. Church Elder, Herbert Mosquito baptised these two young men.

PRAY that Amos and Tristin will grow spiritually and ponder upon God’s Word 
and that they will be a witness to their respective families. God is Awesome!

IMB Meeting and Retreat
John and Carmen Baynes attended the International Mission Board Meeting 
and Retreat in Bali, Indonesia in October.  It was a very encouraging, 
uplifting and refreshing time of fellowship with fellow colleagues 
as they shared and prayed for the mission work in different regions.
PRAY that we can communicate the love of Christ to penetrate the 
gospel where Christ is not known.  God is worthy to be praised!

Carmen Baynes
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Finally, by the time this reaches you, a small team of guys will have carried out 
another short missions trip to Timor. We’re trusting they will have a safe and 
productive time – and we’ll hear a good report on their return.

Pastor Bruce Clow

Congratulations go to Kevin and Renee Powell on the arrival of their two 
precious little girls, Isabelle Grace and Breanna Joy. What made it more special 
was that God gave their parents the girls’ names a couple of months before they 
were even married when babies were defi nitely not on the agenda! Right through 
the pregnancy Renee suffered debilitating morning sickness, being hospitalised 
on almost 20 separate occasions.. Renee and Kevin say that, in the midst of the 
diffi culty, the only thing that gave them strength to keep going, was knowing the 
girls names and knowing those two little ones were ordained by God, and that He 
had already named them.
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When Jehoshaphat was leading Israel out against their enemy, he gave 
the people this instruction: “Hear me, O Judah and you inhabitants of 
Jerusalem: Believe in the LORD your God, and you shall be established; 
believe His prophets, and you shall prosper.” 2 Chron 20:20
 
While there has been a number of signifi cant events over the last few months, the 
spiritual highlight would have to be the weekend that Prophets, Greg and Julie 
Bailey, Directors of Christian International, spent with us early in September. 
To hear such accurate prophecies being delivered to so many people and then 
seeing lives prospering as they believe the word brought by the prophets, is truly 
amazing.
 
As part of that move, “Equipping” is now taking place every second Sunday 
evening. After a time of teaching we move into a period of instruction and activation 
in ministering spiritual gifts. This includes prophecy and ‘prophetic prayer 
ministry’, learning to hear the voice of God and then praying accordingly. 

Barbara Edwards, who works closely with Greg and Julie, travels extensively 
around Australia and New Zealand, training Intercessors. Cross Roads will be 
hosting Barbara for the weekend of 17-19 February 2012 when she will be teaching 
her Level One course. This will be open to anyone who has an intercessory call 
on their life and has the support of their Pastor to attend. 

Our ladies had their annual camp at Mt Bundy in August which was a moving 
time for all who attended. Five of our guys have just returned from the Hillsong 
Men’s Conference – which was a good time away, enjoying each other’s company. 
While it can be diffi cult to choose one main highlight, attending the live recording 
session at the Allphones Arena (formerly Olympic Park) would be close to taking 
the prize. Having over 11,000 people under one roof all worshipping God together 
was a special time.

ROSS ROADS 
HRISTIAN 
HURCHC
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At a Church Family meeting in October, Casuarina Church decided to call 
Rev. Paul Avery to the pastorate.  Paul and his wife Davina (Dee) will travel 
north from their home in NSW to begin ministry in mid January 2012.

Paul trained at Morling College in Sydney, and recently concluded a 7 year 
pastorate in country NSW. He has also ministered in schools and  a drug 
rehabilitation centre.  Before training at Morling, Paul worked in various 
jobs, including the NSW Fire Service.  He has an interest in many things, 
including four wheel driving and fi shing, so he should fi t in well in Darwin!
Dee is a graphic designer, and has a deep interest in encouraging young 
mums in the problems they face.   Together Paul and Dee care for their two 
sons, Jack and Anthony.
Casuarina Church is anticipating great things in the days ahead, following 
the positive interim ministry of Arthur and Jane Payne and the refreshing of 
the leadership team.
 
John Whitbourn 
Associate Pastor

Casuarina to Welcome 
New Pastor
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orm and Karen Roberts give thanks for greatly improved health especially 
for Norm, following medical leave in June and July.  Global Interaction 

Mission has arranged for Norm and Karen to go on Partnership Development 
visits during November to Victoria and Tasmania. This is a time of sharing 
their work with supporting churches and individuals through church services, 
meetings and informal chats over a cuppa.
As well as being with family again, Norm and Karen are looking forward to 
the arrival of their fi rst grand child and that fi rst cuddle!
Please continue to uphold Norm and Karen for health and strength through 
the many challenges of remote area ministry. 
Their testimony is “My soul fi nds rest in God alone”..Psalm 62:1

Norm and Karen Roberts
and the Yapa Churches 

N

The Roberts want to share the good news of healthy churches at Ali Curung 
and Willowra. They recently witnessed a gathering of 80 people at a 
Wednesday evening service at the Willowra Church, who had come together 
to pray for and support a sick young man. At Ali Curung, 45 people attended 
a Sunday Night Singalong at the church freely and joyfully worshipping 
together. The Murray Downs mob, though few in number, maintain a faithful 
witness and have been encouraged greatly by visiting Baptist work teams 
sharing in worship services. 
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Book Review:  A Ministry In the RAAF
by Rev. George Ashworth OAM, RFD

In the 1960s a young RAAF Squadron Leader Chaplain was posted to Darwin 
with his family. As well as having the spiritual oversight of Defence personnel and 
conducting Church services, he helped lead a Sunday School for over 100 children 
on the Darwin RAAF Base. This small volume tells a big story of God’s leading 
and of a willing servant who ministered in RAAF bases in Australia and overseas. 
It is a story of challenges, joys, miracles and God’s faithfulness.

George Ashworth, also a Baptist Minister, and his wife Ruth, fell in love with 
Darwin and  saw the need for a Baptist Church in this growing town of young 
families. Along with his old college friend, Rev. Lloyd Kent, George was 
instrumental in establishing the fi rst Baptist Church in the Top End.The rest is 
history! George and Ruth  returned to the Territory with their family in the 1970’s 
to assist with the ministry at Darwin Church for a period of time. They now reside 
in Victoria.

A Ministry in the RAAF is available from the author, Rev. George Ashworth 
Phone 03 5261 3273   or email george.ashworth@bigpond.com   
Cost: $10 with proceeds going to Community Work in SE Asia  

George and Ruth 
Ashworth with 
their sixth great 
grand-child, 
Ruth Newberry
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    uilding developments, funerals, a wedding, boxing tournaments, craft group, 
the list goes on. It has been a very active year full of the Lord’s blessings and 

grace. We are now looking forward to our annual Community Christmas Parties. 
During this time of the year, amidst all the festivities,we hope and pray that we 
have time for renewal, and refl ection on the miracle of our Saviour’s birth. 
From the Baptist Bush Church we thank you all for your love, support and 
friendship and wish you all a very merry and blessed Christmas. 

Pastor Sharon Crook

BAPTIST BUSH CHURCH

Brod and Sharon Crook enjoy the Baptist Family Picnic

B

March 2012  BELONGING PEOPLE

Caron Leith of Katherine will edit the next issue of
 Belonging People in the Editor’s absence.

Caron’s email address is pcleith84@gmail.com   

NT Churches will be advised early in 2012 of the due 
date for articles for the March issue.
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Two work parties from churches in Tasmania and Victoria visited in August and 
September and made a great contribution to the communities with plumbing, 
electrical and gardening work as well as many needed repairs to church and 
mission property. 
 
Prayer for Yuendumu
The Roberts ask that we keep praying for the Yuendumu community – a lasting 
peace is needed to end ongoing family confl icts. The Yuendumu church is in good 
heart despite community tensions and regularly meet for worship and fellowship. 
Pray for them as they seek to be agents of God’s peace in the midst of very diffi cult 
circumstances. 

Andrew and Henry
 on the job at Yuendumu

Full house at 
 Willowra Church 



12

n the fi rst Saturday in October the Baptist Family of Churches gathered 
together for fun and fellowship. The Baptist Family Picnic at Jingili Water 

Gardens in Darwin was well attended by a good cross-section of the church 
family. It was encouraging to see the youth from different churches catching up 
with each other, having fun on the bucking bull and participating in the tug of 
war, which of course the Bush Church won! The adults joined the kids having 
their faces painted by the exceptionally talented face-painter, Jordan. 

BAPTIST FAMILY PICNIC

O  h i il f h h h
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Thanks go to the folk of the Baptist Bush Church who provided an extensive and 
appetisng Barbecue and generally hosted the whole event. Donations made by those 
who enjoyed the barbecue went to the work of Baptist World Aid. Pastor of the Bush 
Church, Sharon Crook ,was the driving force behind this day and the success of the 
occasion was largely due to her vision and hard work in bringing everyone together. 
It was an enjoyable, relaxing afternoon for young and old and it was generally 
felt that we should all make an effort to meet together often in the Lord’s name.


